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Shabbos House Chabad Jewish Student Center - serving the Jewish Community at the University at Albany (SUNY) since 1976.  

FAREWELL TO THE OLD 320  Students at pre -demolition ceremony after the Grad Party on May 11th  

See Centerfold for Spring ó08 Photo Review at Shabbos House 

and Page 3 for Construction Update Photos  



Dear Friends, 
 
After years of anticipation, the new 
Shabbos House is quickly becoming a 
reality this summer. While not all funds 
are in place yet, weôre eager to keep this 
project moving along to be ready for a 
April or May 2009 completion date. We 
look forward to keeping you in the loop as 
it progresses through the online ñ320 
Building Blog.ò 
 
Spring ó08 had more Cozy-Shabbat and holidays mid-semester than usual, due to 
the academic break scheduling. Both the indoor Purim-Cruise and the Passover 
Seders were festive celebrations at Shabbos House when most students were home 
on break, and still had quite a crowd. This summer we look forward to ten or more 
Cozy-Shabbat weekends for students up in Albany for work, summer-school or 
internships.  
 
Highlights of the Spring ó08 semester included: 
¶ Tu Bishvat Seder at tail-end of Winter Break led by Craig Messer 
¶ Mendel and Raizy celebrated Birthday Farbrengens  
¶ Superbowl Shabbat , Sushi Shabbat and Israel@60 Shabbat themed weekends 
¶ Israel Awareness Week led by Jen Sovronsky & Matt Bergman & UAlbany Hillel 
¶ Holocaust survivor, Cardiomag CEO Carl Rosner guest speaker at Grad-Party  
¶ ñFarewell to 320ò house-breaking ceremony after the Grad-Party 
 
In preparation for construction, so much has happened in the past few weeks: 
¶ Work with former 320ers and others to help empty 320 before demolition 
¶ Exploring possibilities of solar hot-water as a long-term alternative energy source 
¶ Pros and cons of commercial vs. residential style kitchen equipment 
¶ Working through and revising plans with architect Don Stracher as they quickly 

progress into construction documents 
¶ Updating the Building Brochure and keeping the ñ320 Building Blogò current 
 
Summer is a time to plan and prepare for the Fall ó08 semester: 
¶ Scheduling the alternating Friday Nights with Hillel 
¶ Writing new ñTorah-Tuesdayò themed study texts 
¶ Cornerstone Ceremony on Sunday, September 14th 
¶ Work on fundraising for both the Building and Operating Funds 
¶ Updating our database to keep our contact info as current as possible  
¶ Orientations and meeting new freshmen students and families 
¶ Plans for the Summer Alumni Reunion and individual get-togethers 
¶ and much more! 
 
Itôs an exciting time at Shabbos House, with the long-awaited construction finally 
underway. ñThe Little House That Couldò will be able to do even better. Many 
thanks to each and every student who contributes to this unique atmosphere, and 
to all the supporters who make it possible. May you all have a wonderful summer, 
with much blessing. May we share good news - always!  
 
Love,  
Rabbi Mendel & Raizy, Mushky, Chani, Moshe, Sara & Bassie Rubin 

Rabbi Mendel & Raizy at the Virtual Kotel of Lôchaimôs 

Jerusalem Corner at Israel Awareness Week on the Podium  

SPRING ó08 CLASSES 

 

Plus: 
¶ ñEleven Messagesò by Mushky 

Rubin on her 11th birthday 
¶ ñMapquest Biblical Israelò  

by Craig Messer 
 
 

New classes in preparation for Fall 2008 
 

Class handouts in PDF format available 
to alumni by request 



Rabbi Israel Rubin, who founded Shabbos House in 1976, addresses students in yellow hats 
prior to the pre -demolition ceremony on May 11th at 320 Fuller Road. He spoke of the 
history and perseverance leading up to this point.  

McKownville Fire Department does training drills on the house and garage in the days 
before demolition. Behind them are some of the trees down in the land -clearing process.  

ñ320 BUILDING BLOGò updated photos and progress reports 
online, accessible via ñnews in the familyò or ñwhatôs happeningò pages at 
www.shabboshouse.com - check back frequently for updates as work continuesé  

Asbestos abatement on the exterior tile shingles at 320 before demolition permits are issued. 
All through the month of May, all items of value including furniture and books, decent doors 
and windows, even copper piping and radiators were removed from 320.   

GeoTech sub -surface soil - testing  

Tree and brush clearing in back lot of 320  

Symbolic student demolition crew at work 
on 320 walls following the Grad Party 5/11  


